
2011 Distinguished Alumni Awards

�TIP was the �rst time I was surrounded by other kids like me: kids who read the newspaper, who cared 
about more than trendy brands and the latest celeb gossip, who liked to learn. I looked forward to those 
three glorious summer weeks on Duke�s campus year-round. Fast-forward 20+ years, I am now running into 
those same TIPsters in my professional life, and they are just as supportive now as when we were 12.�

Bethany Rubin Henderson

The Distinguished Alumni Awards recognize leaders and contributing citizens who are also alumni of 
the Duke University Talent Identi�cation Program. Candidates are selected based on achievements in 
their �eld. Congratulations to our 2011 Award recipients!

TIP courses 
1989 Musical Masterpieces
1990 The Sixties
1991 Landscape Design
1992 Film and Video

Education
1998, University of Pennsylvania, BA 
and MA in political science, Summa Cum 
Laude, Phi Beta Kappa

2002, Harvard Law School, JD

Profession
Founder and Executive Director, City Hall 
Fellows

Previously, Bethany was a trial attorney for �ve years 
at Quinn Emanuel, the largest litigation-only �rm in 
the country, where she represented commercial and 
entertainment-industry clients in multi-million dollar 
contract, trademark, copyright, and other business 
disputes. In 2007 Bethany founded City Hall Fellows, the 
only non-partisan national service corps preparing the best 
and brightest to lead America�s cities. Working in New York 
City government as a NYC Urban Fellow over a decade ago 
inspired her to �nd a way to engage more young people in 
local public service. She has raised over $2.5 million from 

public and private sources to train 51 City Hall Fellows in San Francisco, Houston, 
and Baton Rouge. She was the prestigious recipient of the 2009 Echoing Green 
Fellow, a 2010 New Leaders Council Fellow, and a member of the 2011 Selah 
Executive Leadership Program cohort. In 2010, Next American City Magazine 
named her to the Next American Vanguard, their annual list of the most promising 
young urban leaders. She has authored eight journal articles on topics ranging from 
cities� human capital needs to intellectual property law.

Franklin J. Leonard
TIP courses 
1991 World Issues/Geography
1992 Math Problem Solving
1993 Comparative Government
1994 The Sixties

Education
2000, Harvard University, BA in social 
studies, Magna Cum Laude

Profession
Vice President for Creative Affairs, 
Overbrook Entertainment, and Founder & 
Publisher, The Black List

Franklin Leonard is the creator of The Black List and 
co-creator of Blcklst.com, a yearly publication and Web 
site highlighting Hollywood�s most popular unproduced 
screenplays. Prior to Overbrook, Franklin was the director 
of development at Universal Pictures. He has done similar 
work at the production companies of directors Sydney 
Pollack and Anthony Minghella, actor Leonardo DiCaprio, 
and former Paramount Pictures president John Goldwyn. 
Previously, Franklin was�at different times�a business 
analyst at McKinsey & Co., a weekly columnist for the 
Trinidad Guardian in Port-au-Spain, Trinidad, and the 

communications director for John Cranley�s 2000 campaign for the U.S. House of 
Representatives in Ohio�s �rst district. He�s a magna cum laude graduate of Harvard 
University. Since 2010, he has been named one of Black Enterprise magazine�s �40 
Emerging Leaders for Our Future,� AOL Black Voices �30 Black Hollywood Game 
Changers,� and Fast Company �s �100 Most Creative People in Business.�

�TIP was, in short, the only thing I looked forward to every year. And still, almost 20 years later, it remains the 
home of most of my fondest memories of my teenage years.�
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